
Daniel 

The phrase "abomination of desolation" (Hebrew: הַשִּׁקּ֥וּץ מְשׁוֹמֵם  ha-šiqqūṣ mәšōmêm) is found in three places in the 
Book of Daniel, all within the literary context of apocalyptic visions.  

And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week; and for half of the week he shall cause sacrifice and 
offering to cease; and upon the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is 
poured out on the desolator. 

— Daniel 9:27 (RSV-CE) 

Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and fortress, and shall take away the continual burnt offering. 
And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate. 

— Daniel 11:31 (RSV-CE) 

And from the time that the continual burnt offering is taken away, and the abomination that makes desolate is set up, 
there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

— Daniel 12:11 (RSV-CE) 

Synoptic Gospels[edit] 

See also: Olivet Discourse 

In the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Mark, the term (Greek τὸ βδέλυγμα τῆς ἐρημώσεως, to bdelygma tēs 
erēmōseōs) is used by Jesus in the Olivet discourse. In the Matthean account, Jesus is presented as quoting Daniel 
explicitly. In the Gospel of Mark, the phrase "spoken of by Daniel the prophet" is absent in the Codex Sinaiticus.[7]  

So when you see the desolating sacrilege spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader 
understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

— Matthew 24:15-16 (RSV-CE) 

But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the reader understand), then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

— Mark 13:14 (RSV-CE) 

In Luke's version of Jesus' warning, the abomination is not mentioned, and the sign that it is time to flee Jerusalem is 
explicitly said to be that Jerusalem would be surrounded by armies.  

But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. Then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the 
country enter it. 

— Luke 21:20-21 (RSV-CE) 
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