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The Bible primarily consists of three parts, Law (Torah), The Writings (Ketuvim) and the Prophets 
(Naviim). Jesus also referred to three divisions (Luke 24:44) - Law, Prophets and Psalms 
 
The Law (Torah) 

1. The Five books (Pentateuch) 
• Genesis 
• Exodus 
• Leviticus 
• Numbers 
• Deuteronomy 

 
 
Writings (Ketuvim) 
 
2. Historical Books 

• Joshua 
• Judges 
• Ruth 
• 1 and 2 Samuel 
• 1 and 2 Kings 
• 1 and 2 Chronicles 
• Ezra 
• Nehemiah 
• Esther 

 
3. Poetic Books 

• Job 
• Psalms 
• Proverbs 
• Ecclesiastes 
• Song of Songs 
 

We can also break out the Wisdom literature as:  Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes 
 
Prophets (Naviim) 
 
4. Prophets 

a. Major Prophets 
• Isaiah 
• Jeremiah 
• Lamentations 
• Ezekiel 
• Daniel 

 
Book of the Twelve - which were contained on a single scroll (Sirach 49:10; Acts 7:42 referred to as 

the “book of the prophets”) 
b. Minor Prophets 

• Hosea 



• Joel 
• Amos 
• Obadiah 
• Jonah 
• Micah 
• Nahum 
• Habakkuk 
• Zephaniah 
• Haggai 
• Zechariah 
• Malachi 

 
 
Conclusion for Protestant Bible 39 books: 
 
 

The Law (5 Books) Poetry (5 Books) 
1. Genesis 1. Job 
2. Exodus 2. Psalms 
3. Leviticus 3. Proverbs 
4. Number 4. Ecclesiastes 
5. Deuteronomy 5. Song of Solomon 

 

 
History (12 Books) Major Prophets(5) Minor Prophets(12) 
1. Joshua 1. Isaiah 1. Hosea 
2. Judges 2. Jeremiah 2. Joel 
3. Ruth 3. Lamentations 3. Amos 
4. 1 Samuel 4. Ezekiel 4. Obadiah 
5. 2 Samuel 5. Daniel 5. Jonah 
6. 1 Kings  6. Micah 
7. 2 Kings  7. Nahum 
8. 1 Chronicles  8. Habakkuk 
9. 2 Chronicles  9. Zephaniah 
10. Ezra  10. Haggai 
11. Nehemiah  11. Zechariah 
12. Esther  12. Malachi 

 
 

By contrast, the Jewish canon (Hebrew Bible) is organized into three parts: 

1. The Torah 
• Genesis 
• Exodus 
• Leviticus 
• Numbers 



• Deuteronomy 
 

2. The Nevi’im (Prophets; divided into two groups) 
a. The Former Prophets 

• Joshua 
• Judges 
• Samuel 
• Kings 

b. The Latter Prophets 
• Isaiah 
• Jeremiah 
• Ezekiel 
• The Scroll of the Twelve, equivalent to the Christian canon’s Minor Prophets 

 
3. The Ketuvim (Writings),  

• The three poetic books of Psalms, Job, and Proverbs 
• The five scrolls (Megilloth): Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, and Song of Songs 
• The other writings of 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel 

 
Apocrypha 
 
 The Apocrypha remained in the KJV until 1885.   These are the books written after the reign of 
Artaxerxes, Josephus recognized their historical value but testified that the Jews did not give them 
equivalent authority with the previous 22 books mentioned above.  
 

The Reformers would eventually consider these additional books apocryphal, while the Catholic Church 
accepted most of them as deuterocanonical. 
 

1. Historical books 
• 1 Esdras (known as 3 Esdras in traditions that label Ezra-Nehemiah as 1–2 Esdras) 
• 1 Maccabees 
• 2 Maccabees 

2. Legendary books 
• Tobit 
• Judith 
• Additions to Esther 
• Additions to Daniel (Prayer of Azariah, Song of the Three Young Men, Susanna, and Bel and the 

Dragon) 
3. Prophetic books 

• Baruch 
• Letter of Jeremiah 

4. Ethical or devotional books 
• Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 
• Prayer of Manasseh 
• Wisdom of Solomon 


