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Introduction to Verbs

Summary: Roots, Stems and Conjugations

Root
bup

l

Qal Stem
2up

Derived Stems

Niphal Piel Pual Hiphil Hophal Hithpael
P0p1 Pup Fup PLpn Yupd Pupnd



Introduction to Verbs

Verbal Root and Derived Forms

Root
o0
Nouns Verb
7177‘5 king T?@ to reign

7977 queen
ﬂ'lD‘??J kingdom



Introduction to Verbs

Person, Gender, and Number

In Hebrew, most verb forms have person, gender, and
number as in 7203 (she wrote) and D202 (you wrote). Person,

gender, and number are indicated in Hebrew by distinct
preformatives and sufformatives.

Person First I, we

Second you
Third he, she, it, they

Gender Masculine referring to masculine subjects
Feminine referring to feminine subjects
Common  referring to masculine or feminine subjects

Number Singular referring to one person or thing
Plural referring to more than one person or thing



3ms

3

2ms

2

lcs

2mp

2fp

Qal Perfect: Strong

Other Qal Perfect Strong Verbs

W 27 an3 el vap

to dwell  to remember to write to keep to gather
W 21 an3 n') vap
[ AW MR WY IR
m¥ M3 oMby pRY nxdp
mw,  nPRr pn? MY nEap
R i =1 S = I - &
A T8 e Y xap
DRIV, DO OOANY  DOWY  DOY3p
(1B ' = N 1 N o<1 i &
12 ST mahy wAY uxdp



Qal Imperfect: Strong
Other Imperfect Strong Verbs

2T A v YR

to remember to write to keep to gather

3ms | 2 2R MY yap
3fs 217 2PdR MWnR Yapn
2ms | TDIA 2POR MWA YaApn
o | 73N CAMOR CMWR °Xapn
| WX 32X MYR YIpK
smp | I 2N 1MUY wAP?
s | MBI A3Ron MAYD . Ay¥dpn
2mp | DTN 2POR WWA - IX2PR
2 | 7RI MIIRN AIAYD 73¥ARN
p | 271 2R MWl vapl




Introduction to Verbs
Stong and Weak Verb Classification

Hebrew verbs are classified as either strong or weak. Strong
verbs have no weak consonants. Weak verbs have at least
one weak root consonant. The weak consonants are the
gutturals and 7. The consonants > and 1 are considered weak
when they appear as the first consonant of the verbal root in
certain conjugations. Biconsonantal and Geminate verbal
roots are also considered to be weak.

[-Guttural
[I-Guttural
ar-n/v

ITI-X

III-17

-5

I-]

Doubly Weak
Biconsonantal

Geminate

N¥R
I
/gl
251
oy

ap
220

guttural in first root position
guttural in second root position

M or ¥ in third root position

X in third root position

i in third root position

Y in first root position

Jin first root position

I-Guttural and I1I-/7 (as one example)
only two root consonants

identical second and third consonants



