In common with other Semitic languages, the roots of almost all Hebrew verbs
consist of three letters, conveniently pronounced as follows:

to eat '7;t$
to learn 'U_J:?
to write ana
to say IR
to give birth 19
to sit ay?

Active Patrticiples of Qal Verbs

to finish
to give

to guard, keep

to walk, go
to shut
to stand
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Let us first consider the following active participles before we study one of the chief

ways of expressing present action.

eating 5aiR
learning i
writing ania
saying IR
sitting awy

finishing
giving

going, walking
shutting
standing
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The participles may be written without (): 2171 or 7217 going, 1513 or 103 giving.

The participles agree with the nouns and pronouns associated with them. They may

precede or follow the subject.

The man is
walking.

The son is
writing.

The boys are
learning.

The women are
eating.
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Plural Singular

Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine
niTio o TniY nRi 115
nianis 0"ania nania ania
4. Biblical Word List Two (verbs occurring 500 to 5000 times)
to eat ‘7th to speak 037
to say QIAIN to be i
to come Nia

This is one of the most important lessons so far. It is of utmost importance that
you learn the root of each Hebrew verb you study. Master thoroughly the three letters of
the root of each verb. All other verbs and nouns associated by meaning with this verb
will also contain this root. Note, for example, the root 7‘7’, which in the Qal means to

bear or to bring forth: 'l"?’ boy, ﬂ75’ girl, m'-r'?m generations, nig'_?in kindred, m‘r‘?j
childhood, youth.
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C. Read aloud and translate the following into English:
2220 DY PY7 NNH WD URT
1997717 N Nan
ATRaOR nrantn nwrn naYin
PRITOD DRI DAYD
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E. Rapid Reading (Ex. 3:1, Ex. 20:8, Gen. 1:31):
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